Want to Know How You Can Help?
There are many ways that you can love and serve children
in foster care. Below are just a few ways you can help. To
find out more information or learn how you can take the
next step to help children in foster care, visit the Tapestry
kiosk in the Town Square during the month of April.

Opportunities to Serve Children in Foster Care
• Bibles for Children in Foster Care—Children in foster
care have very little they can call their own, often moving from home to home with nothing more than a bag
full of a few clothes. Working with a local Christian
foster care agency, we have the opportunity to make
available age-appropriate Bibles for children who
indicate they want one. You can purchase a Bible at a
discounted price for a child in foster care in the Town
Square on April 6 and April 13 after each service.
• Pray for a Child in Foster Care—You have the opportunity to impact the life of a child in foster care
through your faithful and consistent prayers. We are
inviting individuals, families, small groups and Bible
communities at IBC to begin praying for children in
foster care who are waiting to be adopted. You can
learn more and pick up a prayer card in the Town
Square on April 6 and April 13 after each service.

The Privilege of
the Here and Now
If you’re like me, when you initially think of orphans and children
in need, your mind is probably immediately drawn to the tens of
millions of children living in Africa, Asia, Latin America and Eastern
Europe—children over “there.” And this is for good reason. According to the UNICEF report Children on the Brink 2004, there were more
than 16 million children worldwide in 2003 without a father or a mother.
Sadly, there are certainly many more by now. We often hear about the
more than 143 million children in the world today who are physical or
social orphans, but honestly I am not altogether sure our minds or our
hearts can really process the sheer magnitude of numbers like these.
After all, we are not really talking about “numbers”—we are talking
about children, each made in the image of God and each crying out for
compassion and help.
But far fewer people seem to be aware of the situation that faces so
many children “here”—even right “here” in North Texas. No, the numbers are not quite as staggering as they are on the international front,
unless of course you consider that this is by far the wealthiest and most
resourceful country in the history of the world. We have no ongoing war
within our borders, no famine, no pandemic of disease, and yet there
are more than 500,000 children in America’s foster care system as a
result of abuse, abandonment or neglect. They represent the fatherless
and children in need that are right “here.” In North Texas alone there
are more than 4,000 children in foster care and more than 1,000 of these
children are waiting right now to be adopted by forever families.
The challenge for those who follow Jesus Christ is clear when it comes
to the fatherless and children in need—whether they are half a world
away or literally down the street. The Old Testament is ﬁlled with
instructions to God’s people in regards to the care and concern they
are to extend to the “fatherless.” The early church leader James was
equally clear, citing care for widows and orphans as that which is “pure
and faultless” in the eyes of God (James 1:27). And in Matthew 25 Jesus
himself identiﬁed with the overlooked and ignored, stating that “as you
did it to one of the least of these, you did it to me.”

But responding to God’s heart for the fatherless should not require us
to choose between the needs of children “there” versus children “here.”
The love of God and the ultimate fulﬁllment of hope found in Him are
available to children everywhere—and so in response to the “either/
or” question of children “there” versus “here” we should be ready to
answer a resounding “BOTH.” As we continue to go to the ends of the
earth to love and serve children in need, we should also be found willing
and faithful to walk down the street and drive across town to be the
hands and feet of Jesus to children in our own Jerusalem. Whether it
be children in foster care who need protection and unconditional love,
kids at Sam Houston Middle School in need of a “lunch buddy” or a
child in a single parent home in need of another listening ear or simply more time and attention from a caring adult—we need not debate
nor be forced to choose which children have the greatest needs. There
are more than enough needs to go around and what is needed most is
willingness on the part of those who follow Jesus Christ simply to be
available and willing to serve.
Tom Davis puts this well in his book, Fields of the Fatherless, stating that
we as Christ-followers are called to a “broad redemptive caring” which
means giving of not only our money but also our time, our talents and
our very selves in order “to enter into the lives of the suffering in a way
that makes a community and a family available to them.” This is precisely what children “here” need most—a community that fully embraces them and seeks to claim them as their “own” in a variety of creative
and redemptive ways.
As we think about children in foster care we must face the stark reality
that not only are there a large and growing number of children in the
system, but that the foster care system is, in many ways, broken and
overwhelmed. Time is literally running out for hundreds of children
in our area who face uncertain futures without a family, an advocate,
a mentor or anyone to claim them. Whether we are talking about the
more than 300 teenagers in our area that “age-out” of foster care each
year and move into adulthood with no family to call their own, or the
Over 114,000 children in the U.S. foster
care system are available for adoption.
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countless number of kids scattered throughout the state because of
a lack of foster families in our area, the needs of children “here” are
many and varied, and so, too, are the opportunities to serve.
These realities should remind us of what Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
referred to as the “ﬁerce urgency of now.” Dr. King’s calls for justice
were repeatedly met with voices arguing for restraint and delay, but
he prophetically insisted that “now” is the time. Likewise, “now” is the
time for followers of Jesus Christ to step forward and lay claim to the
privilege of being a voice for children “here.” In doing so, we have the
opportunity to overwhelm an overwhelmed system by loving, serving
and caring for children in our own community like never before.
This call to love in action is not our responsibility—it is our privilege. In
2 Corinthians chapter 8 the apostle Paul writes of the surprising and
generous ways of the Macedonian church. He recounts how these “desperately poor” Christians were “pleading for the privilege of helping”
those in need around them. In an era marked by talk of responsibility
and civic duty, one of the unique hallmarks of a community such as IBC
is the spirit in which we seek to serve those in need. I believe that God
desires to raise up communities of Christ followers that are “pleading
for the privilege” to serve children “here” and “now”—not because it is
their religious obligation or moral duty, but because it is an expression
of the love of God overﬂowing in their hearts and lives. And, as we allow this love in action to overﬂow, we will experience the indescribable
privilege and joy of being a part of the transformational work of God in
the lives of ignored and overlooked children “here” and “now.”

Michael Monroe is married to his high school sweetheart, Amy.
With their four children, they have visited a total of 10 zoos, including
the municipal zoo in Lima, Peru…where they felt like one of the
“main attractions.”

• Become a Mentor—Each year more than 300 kids turn
18 and “age-out” of foster care without permanent
families. Transition Resource Action Center (TRAC)
provides support and mentoring for young people
who are about to “age-out” of foster care. An informational meeting will be held at IBC in April. Check
the Tapestry kiosk in the Town Square for more details.
• Become an Advocate—Children in foster care need
someone to speak up for them as the make their way
through the legal process that will greatly impact their
futures. Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA)
is an organization that trains community volunteers to
be a voice for the best interests of children in foster
care. An informational meeting will be held at IBC in
April. Check the Tapestry kiosk in the Town Square for
more details.
• Explore Foster Care or Adoption—Are you one of the
many people who has considered foster care or adoption but didn’t know where or how to start? On Saturday, April 12, from 5 to 6 p.m. in West C, or Sunday,
April 13, from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. in West A, Tapestry
will host an informational meeting (the meetings are
identical) where you can learn more about foster care
and adoption as well as respite and relief care (shortterm foster care opportunities). Training classes are
also scheduled to be held in the area starting April
17. Check the Tapestry kiosk in the Town Square for
complete details.
You can also visit irvingbible.org for more information
about ways to serve other children “here,” including the
‘lunch buddy’ program at Sam Houston Middle School
and opportunities with One Parent + Kids.

Find more information about Tapestry
at tapestry.irvingbible.org.
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Woven Together by God’s Grace
Tap-es-try [tap-uh-stree] n. – a fabric woven together by
hand to produce a rich and complex design, often consisting
of multi-colored threads
Guatemala, Zambia, China, Ethiopia, Russia, Ukraine, Korea, Romania, Vietnam, El Salvador and the good ‘ol USA.
The unique ministry at IBC that is serving adoptive and
foster families, who have children from all over the world, is
appropriately named TAPESTRY. Each family that is part of
Tapestry has in some way been touched by adoption or foster care, and each family has been uniquely woven together
through God’s grace. Many of the families are “multicolored,” and some all look alike, but each is a beautiful expression of God’s love.
Tapestry is a ministry that seeks to connect, encourage and
inform adoptive and foster families, as well as those who are
considering adoption or foster care. Many who are a part of
Tapestry attend IBC, some attend other area churches, and
some do not attend church at all. Tapestry is a ministry that
exists to serve and support children and families throughout
the community.

Connect
Tapestry families realize that no one can understand them quite like those who are
walking the same journey or those who have walked the adoption or foster care journey ahead of them. Tapestry’s many small-group opportunities have proven to be the
best way to effectively connect adoptive and foster families and those exploring these
life-changing adventures.

Each month you can ﬁnd a group of moms and moms-to-be laughing until they cry and
talking non-stop at Starbucks, or you can overhear a conversation of guys at a local
burger joint having a great time talking about sports, adoption and life. You can join
a group of couples and singles waiting to adopt or foster as they connect with each
other and seek to “make the wait worthwhile.” And kids of every shape, size, color and
nationality can be found playing together at the monthly Tapestry playgroup—where
you might ﬁnd it difﬁcult to “match the child with the mom” successfully.
Parents and children involved in these and many other Tapestry small groups are not
just connecting with other adoptive and foster families; they are part of a true community and are building lifelong relationships.
Encourage
The loving, supportive and authentic community within Tapestry is also a great source
of encouragement for families as they navigate the adoption or foster care journey.
Families are offered prayer, love, support and the collective wisdom and insight of other
experienced families.

Still Room for More
The smell of ﬁlth assaulted my nostrils as I opened the car door to catch a
glimpse of our new guests with their matted brown hair and dirt-smudged faces.
At 18 months old, the twins slept soundly in their car seats before the caseworker and I roused them to carry them into the house. Their huge brown eyes
missed nothing as they entered our world, leaving behind the neglect and abuse
they had suffered at the hands of their mother and her boyfriend.
God brought the twins into our home 11 years ago, and on their third birthday,
He gave them an incredible new family. The twins are now in middle school, and
we continue to pray that God will direct their lives and that their painful start is
just a distant memory.
Our journey as a foster family began in Houston after hearing on the nightly
news about the desperate need for foster parents. A six-year-old boy carrying
his infant brother was picked up by police along the freeway where he was looking for his mom who had abandoned them. The older child was taken to a foster
home, but with no foster homes available for the baby, he was returned to the
hospital. How could that be—no homes for children in need? We could take care
of babies! And so we made the call the next day to start the process to become a
foster family.
A precious two-month-old baby girl was our ﬁrst guest. She arrived suffering from malnutrition and failure to thrive as her young homeless mother
struggled to care for her and her seven siblings. On her ﬁrst visit with us to our
church, she would meet her future father—a nursery volunteer who showed up
on the “wrong” day but decided to stay anyway. Little did we know that he and
his wife were waiting to adopt a girl from foster care, and they wanted to name
her Christina. This little baby girl’s name was Christina! “Coincidences” such
as this continued to happen over the next two years as God was very clearly at
work leading this family to adopt little Christina. With a start like that, it was
impossible to not keep traveling the foster care journey.
Since then, God has allowed our family the opportunity to take abused, hurting
and broken children into our home and love them as He worked out the details
of their lives. Whether their stays are counted in days, months or even years, it
is always a tremendous blessing to watch each scared and scarred soul blossom
into a beautiful, happy child. Each child arrives as a “guest” in our home but
leaves as a family member—and they all take with them a piece of our hearts, as
well as our love and prayers.
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Navigating the foster care system has not always been easy. Revolving caseworkers, slow court proceedings, government bureaucracy and under-funded
programs are the pitfalls that make up a less-than-perfect system. But regardless of the frustrations or imperfections in the system, we were always reminded that it was not the children’s fault. Children in foster care are there because
of abuse, neglect and abandonment, and our goal has always been to provide
them with a safe, loving family experience while the system makes decisions
about what is best for them and their futures.
As a result of our foster family journey, we have a treasure trove of memories!
Our little boys were ages 3, 6 and 9 when we ﬁrst made the call to Child Protective Services and began our training to become foster parents. As men now in
their 20s they have been big brothers to more than 50 children of all shapes,
sizes, colors and nationalities! Our boys can change a diaper, ﬁx a bottle, play
Dora or dinosaurs, brush hair into a ponytail and calm a crying baby. The realities of other people’s bad choices were evident in our home everyday. We didn’t
need to have long talks about drug use or premarital sex. The boys were there
as we rocked a newborn going through drug withdrawal and when we talked to
a 14-year-old mom about the importance of cream on a diaper rash. They also
celebrated the developmental milestones of our four-pound preemie, practiced
their Spanish with many of the children and learned how to rap from a threeyear-old beauty. God has used every child who came into our home to teach our
family about His love and compassion for each of us.
Each time our phone rings with the promise of a new guest, we begin to pray
not only for their time with us, but
also for their homes going—whether
they are adopted into a “new” family
or returned to an “improved” family
that is safe and whole once again.
Our prayer is that someday the phone
won’t ring, and there won’t be a need
for foster families. But until that day
comes, we want to be ready to answer
God’s call to take care of His children.

Julie Rives is married to Wray, and her idea of a perfect spring afternoon includes plenty of sunshine, a large Sonic iced tea, a six-pack of peanut butter eggs
and a good book out by the pool.
Most people wrongly believe that adoption from foster care is
expensive. In truth, there is little or no cost to adopt a child from foster
care, and in certain cases subsidies and other benefits are available.

This support and encouragement that Tapestry offers is experienced in so
many different ways—a couple in need of support and understanding as
they move from infertility towards adoption; a family needing prayer and
a listening ear as they face the myriad of challenging decisions throughout
the adoption and foster care process; a family returning home from an
international adoption trip to a crowd of smiling and cheering Tapestry
families; and Tapestry families rallying to the side of a family that receives
a sudden and unexpected adoptive or foster placement. Tapestry has
proven to be a tremendous source of support and encouragement for so
many during both the ups and downs of the journey.
Inform
Tapestry is also a place to ﬁnd quality, objective information about adoption and foster care. This includes honest and accurate information about
the adoption and foster care process and a realistic understanding of
both the joys and the challenges that adoptive and foster families often
face.

For those beginning to consider adoption or foster care, Tapestry provides information to help make informed decisions based on facts and realities rather than idealized notions of “saving the world,” sensationalized
stereotypes or fear. Recognizing that in many ways the journey has only
just begun when a child is welcomed into a family, Tapestry also provides

Answering the Call
In September of 2005 God put it on my heart to care for children in the foster
care system. We were at a high school football game and at halftime I was
introduced to a foster mom named Julie. While holding an infant foster child,
she began to tell me of the
desperate need for foster
families. Could this be the
answer to the prayer I had
begun praying a few months
earlier?
Since our oldest son had left
for college and our other
sons were now in high school
and middle school, I found
myself with a lot more free
time. The reality was that our
children no longer needed my full-time attention. They were growing up and
becoming more independent and as a result I was seeking the Lord’s guidance
as to what He would have me do with my time. Was there some way to use my
time and talents to make a difference in someone’s life?
I left the football game that night convinced that the Lord was calling me to
a new ministry. My enthusiasm was met by my husband John’s enthusiasm,
although of a different sort. “Did you see that fumble recovery?” he asked. “No,”
I replied, “I must have missed that.” But I was sure I had not missed God’s clear
invitation to become involved in foster care. John, on the other hand, was not
quite sure that he had received the same invitation, and there was quite a lot of
discussion to follow: Do we really want to do this again—back to diapers, bottles
and midnight feedings? How will we handle children if they have serious emotional problems? How will this affect our own children?

valuable information and educational resources to help families as they
continue along their journeys. Through a diverse array of large group
events, parents and parents-to-be can learn and ﬁnd resources that deal
with topics such as talking with kids about adoption, helping extended
family understand adoption and foster care, better parenting techniques
for children who come from “hard places” and insight into how to share
their adoption story with others effectively.
Those who make up the community we call Tapestry illustrate well the
diverse reality of God’s love. We are families woven together in different
ways, but in the end we are families just the same—and we believe that
God is doing something truly remarkable among us as He forms families
and transforms lives through the miracle of adoption.

Amy Monroe and her husband Michael lead Tapestry. Now that Lent has
ended Amy can be found every day of the week at the Sonic in Coppell getting her “ﬁx”—a large Diet Coke with regular cherry and lime.
For more information about Tapestry, including great stories, helpful resources and a list of upcoming events and activities, visit tapestry.irvingbible.org. You can ﬁnd out more information about Tapestry events during
the month of April on page 14.

welcomed a beautiful baby boy into our home and into our hearts. He was a
child in need. Like thousands of other children in our area, he needed love,
security and protection. He was not a case number, a ﬁle, or a statistic to us, but
a life of immeasurable worth and potential. We thanked the Lord for allowing
us to be a part of something so worthwhile.
As we started down the road of living life as a foster family, we honestly had
no idea the impact this baby would have on us and our extended family. There
were baby showers, clothes, furniture and toys donated and an outpouring of
support from friends and neighbors. Initially, we thought this experience would
be good to teach our children care and concern for others, but the Lord was
teaching us so much more through this bright-eyed baby boy.
Over these past 18 months, we have learned what it means to be stewards and
guardians of someone who does not belong to us. We have learned that, no
matter someone else’s situation or background, we are called to love. We have
learned that this is the kind of commitment that forces us to look beyond the
temporary and to focus on the well-being of the child. And we’ve learned that
our own children are capable of more compassion, kindness and sacriﬁce than
we ever gave them credit for.
In a few weeks this precious little boy will leave our home and go to his new
adoptive family. As I think about his leaving, I am reminded of the story of
Moses in Exodus 2. When Moses’ mother “could hide him no longer, she got a
papyrus basket for him and coated it with tar and pitch. Then she placed the
child in it and put it among the reeds along the bank of the Nile.” By faith, we
too will let our foster baby go and trust God for his future. There will be tears
but no regrets. We will say goodbye to a child for whom we will pray and love
the rest of our lives. And our lives are better because of him.

Carolyn Robinson is married to John, and they have three sons.

All of these questions were legitimate, yet they all had the same answer: When
the Lord calls you to serve, He will equip you for that service. I was conﬁdent
that the Lord would provide everything we needed to accomplish what He had
called us to do. After prayerful consideration and with our boys’ approval, we
quickly became trained and licensed foster parents.
Eleven months after that fateful football game, on a beautiful August afternoon,
our ﬁrst foster placement arrived…7 pounds, 6 ounces and just 3 days old. We
Foster is also the name of a town in Wisconsin, Indiana, Missouri,
Nebraska, and Oregon. There might be more but Chatter didn’t feel
particularly compelled to find out.
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“

Being adopted is like sitting down
after standing up for a long time
– Haley, age 7, adopted from foster care

The Heart Gallery - A special photo exhibit of children waiting for a loving, adoptive family
Irving Bible Church welcomes back The Heart Gallery. In September 2006 IBC was one of the first area churches
to display The Heart Gallery. Since that time IBC has helped to expand the North Texas Heart Gallery display to
include over 80 photos of more than 100 children in foster care waiting to be adopted, and has worked to help
16 other area churches to display The Heart Gallery as well. The Heart Gallery will be on display in the Town
Square on Sunday, April 6th, and in the Art Gallery outside of the Mo throughout the month April.
About The Heart Gallery
The Heart Gallery is a unique photographic journey to raise awareness of children in our community who are
waiting to be adopted by loving families they can call their own. It is our hope that the portraits in this exhibit
will encourage and challenge people to become more involved in the lives of the children in protective care,
whether by becoming a mentor, volunteer, foster or adoptive parent or in any number of other ways.
For more information about The Heart Gallery and the children featured in it, please contact Amy Monroe at
tapestry@irvingbible.org.
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